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Our efforts  
 

 

Our impact on society 

Rabobank wants to make a substantial contribution to welfare and prosperity 

in the Netherlands and to feeding the world sustainably. That is our focus as a 

bank, along with our customers and partners – step by step. This is how we 

create real change that makes an impact. Curious about our contribution in 

2016? Check out the infographic social impact. 

 

 

 
  
 

https://www.rabobank.com/en/images/impact-2016-eng.pdf


Our contribution to the Sustainable Development 
Goals 

In 2015, the 193 Member States of the United Nations adopted a new, long-

term development agenda with seventeen ambitious, long-term objectives. 

The ambition behind these Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) is a world 

that is free of poverty, hunger and disease by 2030. Solutions are also needed 

for problems related to water, sanitation, climate and energy, among other 

things. Rabobank’s sustainability ambitions largely contribute to the realisation 

of these SDGs. See our contribution here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

 

https://www.rabobank.com/nl/images/jaarverslag-2016.pdf


Exclusively green energy by 2028 

Rabobank operates completely climate neutral since 2007. We also began 

greening our energy consumption in 2004 with a focus on minimising energy 

consumption by combatting waste, using energy from sustainable sources and 

compensating for energy generated from fossil fuels. 

Rabobank aims to use exclusively green energy by 2028. For the procurement 

of biogas, Rabobank works together with SuikerUnie since 2016, who make 

green gas from by-products of sugar beets. 

Read more about our collaboration with SuikerUnie 

 

 

 

 

Our contribution to a better climate 

In response to a Dutch NGO in 2016 Rabobank has decided not to fund the 

exploitation of natural gas below the Wadden Sea directly. 

This decision coincides with recent refinements we have made to our climate 

policy in which we also exclude the direct funding of coal mining, coal 

transport and coal-fired power plants. 

Further, Rabobank invests worldwide, together with her customers, in climate-

smart agriculture (CSA) as well as in large-scale wind and solar energy 

generation. In the Netherlands we invest in energy-efficient homes and office 

buildings. This infographic shows concrete examples of out contribution to a 

better climate. 

 

 

 

 

https://communicatieshop.rabobank.nl/public/clickstore.aspx?c=3950ff64-00bd-4ce7-8f32-19b1b5351b56&e=72447527-6dd5-417a-9237-fe07e6839c54
https://communicatieshop.rabobank.nl/public/clickstore.aspx?c=6ece2029-248c-40f4-8b8b-c3f4510bb0ac&e=72447527-6dd5-417a-9237-fe07e6839c54
https://communicatieshop.rabobank.nl/public/clickstore.aspx?c=3b1cadfa-2e77-40ee-b6ad-8c9d564a5474&e=72447527-6dd5-417a-9237-fe07e6839c54
https://communicatieshop.rabobank.nl/public/clickstore.aspx?c=31cddaaa-381c-41a2-bb4d-7518b961af0d&e=72447527-6dd5-417a-9237-fe07e6839c54


Sustainable development for and together 
with our clients 

 

 

 

Make sustainable palm oil the norm 

There is both potential and urgency in the palm oil sector to achieve the 

transformation to sustainably produced palm oil. Rabobank would like to make 

an active contribution to this process, in conference with her customers. 

Rabobank’s more sharply defined vision 'Make sustainable palm oil the norm' 

includes both our vision and contribution. 

 

Read more about our role in making the palm oil sector more sustainable 

 

 

 

 
  
 

Rabobank Green Bond: 500 million for renewable 
energy projects 

Rabobank has successfully issued its first EUR 500 million Rabobank Green 

Bond to institutional investors in the last quarter of 2016. The proceeds are 

invested in renewable solar and wind energy projects. 

The Rabobank Green Bond meets the increased demand from pension funds 

and other investors, who demonstrate a lot of interest in sustainable 

investments. The Green Bond fits perfectly in our ambition to double our 

sustainable lending to frontrunners in the coming years. 

 

 

 

https://communicatieshop.rabobank.nl/public/clickstore.aspx?c=4fea8dd9-ca23-4b5c-a0a5-a53723620133&e=72447527-6dd5-417a-9237-fe07e6839c54
https://communicatieshop.rabobank.nl/public/clickstore.aspx?c=ea2f1f4b-006a-4712-be98-529c14942656&e=72447527-6dd5-417a-9237-fe07e6839c54


 

Contribution worldwide initiatives for 
sustainable development 

 

 

 

Rabobank joins World Business Council for 
Sustainable Development 

As part of our Banking for Food strategy Rabobank recently joined the World 

Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD). Aim of this 

membership is to step up our efforts to enable farmers to produce more 

efficiently and more sustainably and to strengthen argicultural value chains. 

Rabobank will take up the chair of the Climate Smart Agriculture Finance 

Working Group to contribute to its ambition statement to make 50% more 

food available and reduce land-use greenhouse gas emissions by 50% in 2030. 

 

 

Help fight food waste by collaboration 

As a global food and agri bank, we can have a real impact by financing 

solutions across the entire F&A chain. We can also make a difference by 

collaborating, for example Champions 12.3 and social partners. 

A study conducted by the World Resources Institute (WRI) on behalf of 

Champions 12.3 shows that every euro invested in combating food waste 

yields 14 euros for companies. 

Champions 12.3 is a worldwide coalition of nearly 40 leaders across 

government, business and civil society and is dedicated to halve global food 

waste per capita by 2030. 

 

 

 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

  

https://communicatieshop.rabobank.nl/public/clickstore.aspx?c=6c9f4559-be3b-4e58-ad18-42236cbef53c&e=72447527-6dd5-417a-9237-fe07e6839c54
https://communicatieshop.rabobank.nl/public/clickstore.aspx?c=0b15d24a-140d-4c1c-b012-90fb74677d04&e=72447527-6dd5-417a-9237-fe07e6839c54
https://communicatieshop.rabobank.nl/public/clickstore.aspx?c=0b15d24a-140d-4c1c-b012-90fb74677d04&e=72447527-6dd5-417a-9237-fe07e6839c54
https://communicatieshop.rabobank.nl/public/clickstore.aspx?c=891ed397-f169-4407-b24b-0f032bda54b5&e=72447527-6dd5-417a-9237-fe07e6839c54


International recognition 
 

 

International recognition for our sustainability 
performance 

Rabobank’s sustainability performance is yearly analysed by Sustainalytics and 

RobecoSAM. These scores can give our clients, NGO’s, employees and society 

at large an independent and transparent insight into our contribution to 

sustainable development. 

In 2016, Rabobank received 91 points from RobecoSAM and with that ended in 

7th place of more than 100 wordwide operating banks. This is an increase in 

points with Rabobank earning 87 points in 2015. In 6 out of 23 sustainability 

categories we are world leader. We have for example the best climate 

contribution worldwide. 

Sustainalytics ranked Rabobank 2nd out of a peer group of 396 financial 

institutions and has increased from 80 to 85 points overall in 2016. This is a 

rise of 9 positions compared to 2015. This ranking in the top 5% classifies 

Rabobank as an ‘Industry Leader’. Sustainalytics ranks Rabobank as number 1 

out of 396 banks on the subcategory Environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Newsletter Sustainable Banking is issued by the Sustainability Department and 

relevant for everyone interested in the progress Rabobank is making on its sustainability 

strategy. The Newsletter Sustainable Banking will be published 4 times a year. More 

information can be found on www.rabobank.com/sustainability. 
 

 
    

 

https://communicatieshop.rabobank.nl/public/clickstore.aspx?c=9dfd10ab-2dfa-4ffe-8f4c-44188c77d00d&e=72447527-6dd5-417a-9237-fe07e6839c54

