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Our Ambition: Rabobank aims to be a

Rabobank in the World

courageous bank that meaningfully impacts
well-being and prosperity in the Netherlands
and helps feed the world sustainably.
Yes, we have big ambitions - but we aren’t
alone. We tackle issues together with our
clients and our partners. Step by step.
That’s how we make changes with impact.
What kind? Read about it in this report.

• 39 countries
• 1.0 million international
customers

• all major foodchains
• rating Aa3 / A+ *

*Credit rating by Moody’s / S&P Global on February 26, 2019

Loans to the Food & Agri sector worldwide

€ 103.1 billion
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Growing a Better World Together
How can we feed 10 billion people sustainably in 2050?
As one of the world's leading Food & Agri banks, we take our responsibility
in helping achieve global food security very seriously. We dedicate our
knowledge, networks and financial solutions to this cause, while focusing
on four major issues: Earth, Waste, Stability & Nutrition.
16% Animal Protein
20% Grains & Oilseeds
22% Dairy

9% Food & Agri
10% F
 ruit &
Vegetables

Expand your business

Wholesale Banking

17
of the

Rabobank’s wholesale/corporate banking
Manage my risks Manage my trade
division serves Dutch and international large
and cash flows
corporates, commodity traders, private equity
firms and financial institutions. We serve
all sectors in the Netherlands and we are a
worldwide leader in Food & Agri banking.
Finance my business Expand my business

TOP

20
15
of the

global dairy farms

Sustainalytics

TOP

5% Retail Sector

25

3% Beverages

beverage manufacturers

#1

 has placed Rabobank at the top of the sustainability
rankings for how it applies Environmental Social
Governance (ESG) data in its services and approach to risk.

15% Other

Trade and Commodity Finance
Food & Agri Finance

€ 103.1 B
worldwide

Trade and Commodity Finance supports Rabobank’s largest international clients with all their international
trade finance transactions.

Rabo Research
Food & Agribusiness

90

analysts
from all over the world provide our
clients with tailored, indispensable
research and news on the latest
market developments.

Blockchain: The trigger for
disruption in the value chain
Food & Agri.
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Earth
Soil is the foundation on which the Food & Agri
sector rests and on which life itself depends.
US Rabobank
Award for Leader
in Sustainability:
Clif Bar & Company
Iedere seconde gaat er 1 voetbalveld aan
tropisch regenwoud verloren

TIME FOR CHANGE: AGRI3 Fund

$1 B

UN Environment and Rabobank announced an ambitious partnership for forest protection
and sustainable agriculture with the aim
to unlock at least USD 1 billion in finance
towards deforestation-free, sustainable agriculture and land use.
In cooperation with

Among its many sustain
ability-focused efforts,
Clif Bar & Company
sources 100 % green
power for its operations,
sets renewable energy
goals for its suppliers
and distribution centers,
and has pledged to
dramatically reduce the
amount of landfill waste.

RABOBANK

Improving Sustainability
of Food & Agri
4 Innovation projects
with WWF, 4 chains
and 4 countries.

1

Biodiversity
monitor Dairy
in the Netherlands

2

Salmon
in Chile

3

S ugar in
India

CHILE WWF & RaboFinance

AUSTRALIA Land & Water

Since 2011 a successful partnership
is promoting sustainable production
processes and ASC certification
within the Chilean salmon industry
through projects focused on bio-diversity, reduction of antibiotics usage
and improvement of relationship with
local communities among others.

Sustainability REF product for
on-farm environmental improvements like effluent systems,
riparian planting etc. This
initiative is the result of our
Land & Water Strategy Group’s
extensive consultation with
the industry.

>
Want to know
more? Download
the brochure
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 Soybeans
in Brazil

Rabobank chairs the Climate
Smart Agriculture Finance
Working Group of the

KENIA
Financial Support
for Apollo Agriculture

€ 500.000
Rabo Foundation and FMO
provide working capital
to this Kenyan start-up, which
helps smallholders adopt
modern farming practices.
More information

>

ASIA Sustainable Palm Oil
Palm oil generates high economic value for global
companies and small family farms. But issues like
deforestation, illegal immigration and slave labor
still affect the sector. Rabobank is involved in
finding solutions. “It is in our interest that the
sectors in which we are strong are also healthy.”
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Waste
One third of all food produced in the world today is
either spoiled or thrown away

Investing in solutions to prevent food waste
and loss brings both economic and environmental
benefits. Every dollar an entrepreneur invests in
food waste can yield 14 dollars. Rabobank sees
itself as a coordinator and a driver.
WASTE
Rabo Loss & Waste Hub
The Waste Hub is the
central place where
Rabobank brings different
parties together to develop
and test ideas can prevent
food waste.

RABOBANK

Rabobank is launching an
Innovation Start-up Challenge to
address food loss in the supply
chain. Start-ups and innovators
in the AgTech space across Asia
are invited to submit their
agtech solutions to reduce food
loss sustainably.

US 2018 Rabobank
Leadership Award:
Apeel Sciences
CHILE Plastic Usage
RaboFinance Chile developed –together
with NGO Plastic Oceans and TriCiclos–
internal recycling workshops and a Beach
Clean-Up activity to create awareness on
plastic pollution on costal zones.

INDIA
ERGOS warehouse

Rabobank
Food Loss Challenge Asia

Apeel Sciences prevents food
waste by developing a plantbased product that can double
the shelf life of produce with
out refrigeration. They won the
Rabobank Award for Emerging
Leader in Innovation.

FoodBytes!

More

>

Our four FoodBytes! events in
2018 welcomed 80 Food & Agri
start-ups to the global stage.
Start-up: ImpactVision
Imagine going into a store,
pointing your smart phone at a
banana, and being able to see
exactly how long it will keep.
The stuff of the future? Software
start-up ImpactVision is
making it happen.

>

Unavailability of storage space lead
farmers to dispose off their crop
immediately after harvest fetching
a sub-optimal price. ERGOS has
created a digital platform to provide
a network of leased microware
houses that are located in central
location in the villages themselves.

AUSTRALIA
Food Waste Hub
We recently had great success
connecting some of our
wholesale clients to a new
online trading platform for
food waste. This platform
typically focuses on waste in
the value chain before it hits
the supermarket shelves.
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Nutrition
Food has a huge impact on people’s
health and vitality. Rabobank will
be developing various initiatives in
this area under the program
Kickstart Nutrition.

RABOBANK

US Rabo Research Participates in
Google Food Lab

AUSTRALIA Seed,
Grow & Show Program

A global collaborative network where leading thinkers
and doers in the food space can apply their knowledge to shaping the future of food. We focused on
how Consumer Packaged Goods companies will
address their products’ nutrition moving forward as
consumer preferences change.

230+ Year 7 students School
students learn how to seed,
plant and grow food products
which they harvest as well.
They then sell the products
and the proceeds are used for
a good cause!

NL Future Food Talks Brasserie 2050:
Serving up the Future
How will we supply almost 10 billion people with
enough healthy food – produced with respect for
the environment, nature and the planet – by the
year 2050? The new “Future Food Talks” concept
aims to tackle this question by bringing people
together to discuss scenarios for the future.
Brasserie 2050 was launched at the previous edition
of Lowlands music festival. Festival-goers had an
opportunity to see and taste foods of the future.

NL Diverzio
The Diverzio foundation works
with suppliers to provide fresh,
local and sustainable food.
Healthy, tasty and sustainable
food and drink for patients in
hospitals and residents of
institutions.

AUSTRALIA Rabobank Farm
Experience Program
300+ students. This project aims to give
metropolitan teachers and students an
introductory experience to the agribusiness primary production sector. After a
successful pilot in 2018 we are seeking a
national roll-out in 2019.

INDIA Women poultry producers
Availability and access to high
quality nutrition and income stability
for producers Jharkhand Women
Self-Supporting Poultry Cooperatives
Federation is Eastern India’s first
integrated poultry producers’

organization, owned by ± 4500 rural
poultry producers who are women.
The model provides a stable cashflow for the producers as the market
fluctuations are absorbed by the
producer organization.
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Stability

US Farmer Income Lab

CHILE Project Morchella

A stable food chain starts with a stronger
position for the farmer. Rabobank is
committed to providing access to finance
and markets, to improved succession
management and knowledge sharing.

Rabobank Sustainable business development participated as a select stakeholder in
Mars, Incorporated’s initial Stakeholder Convening. This initiative was spurred by the realization
that Mars has over 500,000 farmers in its supply
chain, many of whom live below the poverty
line, which makes for an unstable supply chain.

RaboFinance Chile’s employees, through Rabo Fundation Employees
Fund, are supporting the local community of Llanada Grande on a three
years project that aims to guide them in the economic development
within the region through the creation of a sustainable cooperative
business model for the harvesting and commercialization of morels.

AFRICA Binkabi
Middlemen set the prices and farmers have no say at all – this
has been the daily reality of many African farmers for years.
Quan Le developed a digital trading platform that
enables fair profit distribution for farmers in emerging markets: Binkabi. The startup developed the ‘Barter Block’ technology to facilitate cheap, secure trade in local currencies.

Offering Knowledge and Networks
to agricultural entrepreneurs
Global Farmers is a community that
was set up by and for Rabobank
farmers. This is the starting point of
our new online platform.
>

AFRICA Taking local
prosperity to New Heights

AUSTRALIA Financial skills
for young farmers

Arise is a leading African
investment company backed by
three reputable cornerstone
investors: Norfund, Rabobank and
FMO. We partner with sustainable
locally owned
financial service
providers in SubSaharan Africa.

18 workshops for 200+ farmers
Rabobank believes in the value of
education and development as a
means to help farmers transition
to rural entrepreneurs. Our
network of 60 offices in Australia
are used to offer Financial Skills
Workshops for Young Farmers –
both clients and non-clients.
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Stimulating Growth
Finance for the MPWPCL chicken feed
factory in India

and a chicken factory

TOTAL LENDING

15 M	

Chickens are produced
every year

€ 27.1 M
in guarantees, loans
and donations
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The Rabo Rural Fund provides financing to farming cooperatives
and SMEs that want to grow, but are not eligible for financing from
micro-financing organizations or commercial banks. They finance
sustainable value chains in 25 developing countries in Africa, Asia
and Latin America.

female farmers
6,000 saremall-scale
gaining access to funding

More

Rabo Rural Fund

$ 39,800,000

>

TOTAL
LOANS
APPROVED

44
LOANS

277 projectpartners
22 countries
More about Rabo Foundation

PERU Yanesha

Thanks to Rabo Foundation’s investment, CEPRO Yanesha can
produce high-quality coffee that international buyers want to
purchase. Rabo Foundation used its network to connect the
company with wholesalers. This new trade has made CEPRO
Yanesha’s coffee farmers more self-reliant.

Rabo Partnerships

Our mission is to open up access to financial
services in developing countries and
emerging markets.
rmers
l fa

gri

Global
portfolio
(2017 data)

Food & A
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Rabo Foundation

We stimulate the self-reliance of small-scale farmers
in developing countries.

RABOBANK
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7.8 million
Clients

$17.3 billion
Loan Portfolio

BOORTMALT
Securing
Supply in the
Malt Value
Chain

>

PT-BALI The Power of Collaboration
As an impact lender, the Rabo Rural Fund provides trade
financing and loans to farmers’ cooperatives and smalland medium-sized agricultural enterprises in developing
countries. This allows the organizations to invest in the
buyback, processing and sale of their products.

With a growing economy, Ethiopians
love to drink a beer after a long hard
working day. And they enjoy adding
malted barley to their cooking too.
The beer market in Ethiopia is growing
annually by almost 9%.
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Our Social Impact on Dutch Society

Rabo Frontier Ventures

Rabobank aims to make a substantial contribution to
well-being and prosperity in the Netherlands. Our focus
lies in four areas self-reliance, enterprise, the local living
environment, and food.

Our €70 million strategic
investment fund focuses on
companies starting out in
FinTech and Food & Agri.

€ 70 million

€7.1
B

Customers

Food & Agri

€ 38 billion
€

Trade, Industry
and Services

€ 119.1 B
Client saving

s

€ 236.8 B

€ 82 billion

Deposits fro
m
customers

Private
individuals/Mortgages

€ 192 billion

Sustainable Banking

7.3 million
Members

1.9 million
101
Online

Loan Portfolio

Managed Assets

€46.3
billion

Local banks

61.8 %

 rivate
P
customers

80.8 % Corporate
customers

Sustainable Banking

€ 300 M
Rabo Impact Loan
250M for sustainable
frontrunners in SME;
50M for Health Care
and Education.

Sustainable transactions
(supervised)

€4.7
B

€3.9
B
Sustainable
funding

Sustainable assets
under management and
assets held in custody

€ 400 M
Sustainability improvements to
health care real estate Energy (-use),
insulation, LED lighting, circular construction, and promoting a positive
environment to live and work in.
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Self-reliance

Entrepreneurship

Local living environment

Food

We invest in innovative products
and services for specific groups
wishing to become (more)
financially independent or remain
so for longer.

We help entrepreneurs to innovate
and grow while stimulating
regional circular economies. In 2018
145 entrepreneurs were helped in
7 CE Challenges.

Vital communities are essential.
Rabobank contributes to
sustainable local activities that
benefit the community and social
cohesion by bolstering sport and
culture.

With knowledge, networks and
finance, we help the food industry
to achieve sustainable production.

Social Impact Bond (SIB)
Rabo Foundation

Sponsoring

€36 million

The SIB helps people with limited access to the
job market find paid work. Working people
>
are happier than those stuck at home.

Sport
16M

Culture
8M

Partner NOC*NSF,
KNSB, KNHB, Nevobo
and TeamNL

Partner MOJO,
Lowlands, LKCA
and Kunstbende

THE VOLLEY BOWL
Food Program for Dutch Sport
Rabobank and its partners have a shared ambition
of offering healthier food to athletes, volunteers
and visitors at large sporting events.
>
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Climate-neutral since 2007

Green Gas

Gender Diversity

for all Rabobank
offices in the Netherlands

Gender diversity is very
important to a leading
institution like Rabobank.

12.5%

2017

less CO₂ per fte
since 2017

2018
Sustainable Development
The 17 Sustainable
Development Goals set by
the UN have a fundamental
place in our business
operations.

More

>

RABOBANK

After five years,
Rabobank was
again named the
Netherlands’ Favorite Employer.
Intermediair magazine has published
a ranking of collegeeducated
employees’ favorite employers
for 17 years.

Rabo Foundation
Employee Fund

5,664

Managing Board: 40%
Top: 31%

Employees donate € 4 per month
to this fund for sustainable projects in developing countries.
Rabobank matches this sum.

Employees:
52%

CHILE
Female leadership
A group of 12 female managers with key positions at
RaboFinance Chile participated a one-year leadership
coaching program with the
objective to strengthen their
empowerment within the
organization.

UK RaboTogether
In 2018, we continued to
grow our RaboTogether
network, which focuses on building a more inclusive and diverse
workplace. We supported the This
is Me campaign to reduce the stigma of mental health problems. We
also hosted the My Perspective
awards, a competition for photographers with Down Syndrome.

AUSTRALIA Race4Good
We will facilitate a
Race4Good project on
community resilience
and mental health. This
project will involve
Rabobank clients, Rabobank
staff, students, Young
Professionals and subject
matter experts.

Pulse

70.8

(on a scale of 100)
is our reputation
score.

Read more about Rabobank’s impact and achievements in 2018 here

>

