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Rabobank aims to be a courageous bank 
that meaningfully impacts well-being and 
prosperity in the Netherlands and helps 
feed the world sustainably. 

Yes, we have big ambitions - but we aren’t 
alone. We tackle issues together with our 
clients and our partners. Step by step.

That’s how we make changes with impact. 
What kind? Read about it in this report. 
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Loans to the food and agri sector worldwide

€ 97.8 billion

Access to 
networks

Rabobank in the world 

40 countries
389  foreign places 

of business
all major foodchains
rating AA-*

*   Credit rating by Fitch
on 7 December 2017

Access to 
� nance

Access to 
knowledge
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€ 97.8 billion

Growing a better 
world together 
How can we feed 10 billion 
people sustainably in 2050?

As one of the world’s leading 
Food & Agri banks, we take our 
respon sibility in helping achieve 
global food security very seriously. 
We dedicate our knowledge, networks 
and � nancial solutions to this cause, 
while focusing on four major issues: 
Earth, Waste, Stability and Nutrition.

Food & Agri Financing

global

16% Meat

19% Grains

23% Dairy

15% Other

3% Beverages

10% Fruit & vegetables

5% Retail sector

9% Food & Agri
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17
of the
TOP

20

Expand your business

18
of the
TOP 

25 Finance my business Expand my business

Manage 
my risks

global dairy farms

beverage manufacturers

Trade and Commodity Finance
Trade and Commodity Finance 
supports Rabobank’s largest inter-
national clients with all their inter-
national trade � nance transactions. 90 analysts 

from all over the world provide our 
clients with tailored, indispensable 
research and news on the latest 
market developments.

Rabo Research 
Food & Agri-
business

Blockchain: The trigger 
for disruption in the value 
chain Food & Agri

Wholesale banking
Rabobank’s wholesale/
corporate banking division 
serves Dutch and international 
large corporates, commodity 
traders, private equity � rms and 
� nancial institutions. We serve 
all sectors in the Netherlands 
and we are a worldwide leader 
in Food & Agri banking.

Manage my trade 
and cash � ows
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https://www.rabobank.com/en/raboworld/articles/blockchain-changing-interaction-in-the-f-and-a-supply-chain.html


Rabobank’s Kickstart Food programme 
is accelerating the transition to a 

sustainable food supply. Rabobank 
has partnered with UN Environment

to launch a fund dedicated to 
accelerating forest conservation and 

sustainable agriculture. The initial 
projects will focus on Brazil and Indonesia. 

Kickstart Food is an open platform. Rabobank 
invites stakeholders throughout the entire 

Food & Agri sector to participate.

Fund for Forest Conservation 
and Sustainable Agriculture

In cooperation with

$ 1,000,000,000

Kickstart Earth Better harvests thanks to 
the handy soil scanner
Healthy agricultural land is 
vitally important to every 
farmer.  An investment from 
Rabobank Foundation helped 
dozens of Kenyan farmers to 
increase yields by as much as 
300% with this scanner.

Soil is the foundation on which the food and 
agricultural sector rests, on which life itself depends.

More information

https://www.rabobank.com/en/raboworld/articles/kenyan-farmers-enthusiastic-about-soil-scanner.html


 SUSTAINABLE EARTH PROJECTS IN AFRICA

Uganda  MUIIS  
CTA is joining forces with  
Rabobank Foundation to boost 
data-driven agriculture by 
fostering the use of  ICT4Ag 
advisory services and extending 
credit to small scale producers 
via the MUIIS project in Uganda. 
Because of the access to spe-
cific data, farmers will be able  
to increase their yields, build 
climate resilience and strength-
en food security as a result.

Kenya  Apollo
wants to reach a maximum level of digitization in financial servi-
ces to maize farmers in order to reduce operating costs to a level 
where scaling can take place. Apollo has a strong emphasis on 
machine learning techniques and satellite imagery to improve  
finance and other services. Rabobank Foundation supported the 
working capital.

Tanzania 
Natural Extracts Industries (NEI)
Through sustainable agri-practices NEI 
is aiming at doubling the yearly inco-
me of the 1,600 registered smallholder 
farmers! Through NEI’s extension net-
work and farmer champion model,  
registered farmers receive training in 
good agricultural practices, including 
organic topics like the use of natural 
bio-pesticides, composting and water 
management. Rabobank Foundation 
supported NEI financial with a loan.



Anti-waste campaign
On its way from farm to plate, 
1⁄3 of the food in the chain is 
needlessly wasted. We work with 
Natuur & Milieu to raise aware-
ness about consumer food waste.    

780,000 KG OF FOOD
PER YEAR THIS SOUP SAVES

Together
Rabobank is part of Champions 
12.3. A coalition of multinatio-
nals, NGOs, governments and 
activists that aims to halve food 
waste by 2030. 

1 out of every 3 kilos of food produced in the world 
today either perishes or is thrown away

Rabo Loss & Waste Hub
Helping our clients turn food 
waste/loss into revenue.

Investing in solutions to prevent food waste and 
loss brings both economic and environmental 
benefi ts. Every dollar an entrepreneur invests in 
food waste can yield 14 dollars. Rabobank sees 
itself as a coordinator and a driver. 

Kickstart Waste



OUR REGION

Brazilian documentary 
changes our view

Source Shakers
Helping companies 
in the food supply 
chain in reducing 
food waste and in 
using their residual 
waste streams to 
create more value. 

In this documentary, economists, 
politicians, NGOs and bankers 
urge the need for change to 
tackle waste in Brazil.

FoodWasteFactory
A lot of delicious and sustainable 
food ends up in the bin. The Waste 
Factory processes excess food into 
tasty soups and sauces to � ght 
food waste. 

ColdChain-PartnerLogistics 
China’s growing demand for 
fresh food o� ers huge opportuni-
ties for imports from Europe. 
But investments are needed in 
China’s cold chain infrastructure.

  AFRICAX

Kenya Drying mangoes
80% of the fruit production 
of smallholder farmers is 
going to waste due to over 
supply and perishability. 
Goshen is therefore starting 
a project of drying mangoes 
and exporting.  This creates 
new increased levels of de-
mand for the farmers’ pro-
duce leading to increased 
income levels. Rabobank 
Foundation supported the 
working capital.

More

More More

https://www.rabobank.com/en/raboworld/articles/de-verspillingsfabriek-makes-mincemeat-of-food-waste.html
https://www.rabobank.com/en/raboworld/videos/brazilian-documentary-changes-our-view-on-food-waste.html
https://www.rabobank.com/en/about-rabobank/in-society/sustainability/articles/2016/reducing-waste-and-adding-value.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b-GT_R5qlZw&feature=youtu.be


Our future

O� ering knowledge and 
networks to entrepreneurs 
in agriculture

Kickstart Stability

Global Farmers is a community 
set up by and for Rabobank far-
mers - that’s the starting point of 
our new online platform. 

Global Farmers Master Class
We helped over 130 farmers from all over 
the world develop a vision for the future.

A stable food chain starts with a stronger 
position for the farmer. Rabobank is committed 
to providing access to fi nance and markets, 
to improved succession management and to 
improved knowledge sharing. 

Uganda ADC 
ADC provides technical sup-
port and capacity building  
for cooperatives and financial 
literacy for farmers. Rabobank 
Foundation together with dfcu 
bank finance the start of ADC.

Rwanda Inkunga 
Rabobank Foundation provides 
credit to farmers’ cooperatives 
via its local partner Inkunga. 
Thanks to this financial 
assistence 7,000 smallholder 
farmers can increase their yields. 

Community

https://www.globalfarmers.com/login?returnUrl=%2F


 STABILITY PROJECTS IN AFRICA

Kenya Agri-Wallet 
Dodore, the company behind the Agri-
wallet, is starting a pilot together with 
Rabobank Foundation to give farmers in 
East Africa access to finance and thereby 
contribute to a better life. Together they 
develop a platform based on blockchain 
technology, which provides smallholder  
farmers with access to finance. 

Tanzania Holstein x Zeboe
To increase the milk production  
and incomes of smallholder farmers 
Mruazi crossbreeds the hardy local 
Zebu cows with Holstein Friesians, 
known as the world’s highest-produ-
cing dairy cattle. Rabobank Foundati-
on supported the working capital  
and co-finance a new app that gives 
the local smallholders a farm ma-
nagement system in their pockets.

Uganda dfcu
dfcu bank is the 2nd largest 
bank in Uganda with a strong 
presence in the SME market.  
The bank is expanding into 
retail banking and agricultural 
finance, promoting financial 
inclusion at the centre of their 
business. In 2017 more than 
63% of their branches were in 
rural areas. Rabo’s initial stake 
of 28% is now managed by 
Arise, who increased their 
holding to 59%. 

https://www.rabobank.com/en/about-rabobank/in-society/rabobank-foundation/rabobank-foundation-news/2018/dodore-and-rabobank-foundation-will-finance-farmers-using-blockchaintechnology.html


Kickstart Nutrition
Food has a huge impact on people’s health and vitality.  
Rabobank is developing various initiatives in this area in the  
coming years, within the programme Kickstart Nutrition.

FReSH  
Transforming global food systems 
Worldwide, our food system is crippled 
at every stage – production, supply 
chain & consumption – by systemic 
issues that affect our health, societies, 
economies and environment.

GrowWizzKid 
is the overall concept for primary 
schools that deals with food skills.  
A wonderful combination of nature 
and technology that encompasses 
various cultivation techniques.

Growing Ideas  
In the Duijvestijn brothers’ 
greenhouses, rainwater and 
geothermal heating is used, and 
‘ugly’ tomatoes aren’t thrown 
away. They have even made 
packaging from tomato leaves.



OUR REGION

Your food chain
Does chocolate grow on trees? 
The new cookery book Roots 
Kids explains how food chains 
work and deals with issues like 
health, sugar and waste. One 
way Rabobank helps make kids 
more aware.

You’re never too young...
Voedseleducatie Plat -
form’s ‘School of Taste’ 
helps raise awareness of nutrition 
at primary schools.  Rabobank is 
the platform’s main sponsor.

Diverzio
The Diverzio foundation 
works with suppliers to 
provide fresh, local and 
sustainable food. Healthy, 
tasty and sustainable food 
and drink for patients in 
hospitals and residents of 
institutions. 

 NUTRITION PROJECTS AFRICA

Uganda
Flying Food
Addressing food shortages 
in the region, the traditional 
habits of eating insects  
and the need to create  
economic opportunities in 
Uganda, the Flying Food 
project aims to develop  
an inclusive value chain  
on rearing crickets for con-
sumption and marketing. 

More information

Order

https://www.rabobank.nl/bedrijven/actueel/items/smaakles-voor-de-basisschool.html
https://www.rabobank.com/en/about-rabobank/in-society/rabobank-foundation/rabobank-foundation-news/2017/rabobank-foundation-launches-children-s-cookery-book-roots-kids.html


Our mission is to open up access to 
� nancial services in developing countries 
and emerging markets. 

3   Rabo Partnerships2   Rabo Rural FundJacques Diouf Award
The Rabo Rural Fund provides � nancing to farming coopera tives 
and SMEs that want to grow, but are not eligible for � nancing by 
micro� nancing organisations or commercial banks. They � nance 
sustainable value chains and are active in 25 developing 
countries in Africa, Asia and Latin America.

TOTAL LENDING TOTAL 
LOANS 

APPROVED$ 39,800,000 44
LOANS

Global 
portfolio 
(2016 data)

14.2 billion
Loan Portfolio

50%
 fo

od
 &

 A

gri

7.2 million
Clients

28%
 ru

ra
l p

riv

ate individuals
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288 project 
partners

23 countries

With an impact on almost 5 million small farmers we 
stimulate self-reliance of farmers in developing countries.

in loan guarantees, loans, 
donations and technical assistance

€ 25 million

4,900,000
1   Rabobank Foundation Internationally recognised 

by the FAO for the many 
years we’ve dedicated 
to strengthening small 
farming communities.

Jacques Diouf AwardOur 3 steps to self-reliancy
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Uganda Big on coffee
The livelihoods of 10,500 smallholder 
coffeefarmers has increased because 
they are a member of ACPCU. They have 
gained access to finance and knowledge 
about how to increase yields.  
Rabobank Foundation and Rabo Rural 
Fund have supported ACPCU since 2008. 

More

https://www.rabobank.com/en/press/search/2017/20170710-rabobank-foundation-wins-jacques-diouf-award.html
https://www.rabobank.com/en/about-rabobank/in-society/rabobank-foundation/index.html
https://youtu.be/URi1fCiyfGY
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Classic Foods
Small and medium enter-
prises in the agri-food sector 
in Africa are key for establis-
hing sustainable food  
systems. However, they face  
difficulties to access high 
risk capital. Rabo Rural Fund 
and Capital 4 Development 
provides investments. 

Arise
Rabobank is committed to effective, 
inclusive financial systems in  
9 African countries by participating  
in Arise which currently has  
$694 mln in assets.

https://www.rabobank.com/en/about-rabobank/in-society/rabobank-foundation/rural-fund/index.html
https://youtu.be/EwxP83igRZs
https://ariseinvest.com


Loan portfolio Managed assets

86% market share

22% market share

39% market share 142.1 billion
Client savings

340.7 billion
Amounts due to clients

Our impact on Dutch society 
Rabobank aims to be a courageous bank that makes a 
substantial contribution to the well-being and prosperity 
in the Netherlands. This takes a four-pronged approach: 
self-reliance, entrepreneurship, local living environment, and food.

115.2 bn

Trade, industry 
and services

27 bn
Food & Agri

Private individuals/ 
Mortgages

193.1 bn

Always nearby

 102 local banks 
1,967 ATMs
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39% market share 142.1 billion
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Our impact on Dutch society 
Rabobank aims to be a courageous bank that makes a 
substantial contribution to the well-being and prosperity 
in the Netherlands. This takes a four-pronged approach: 
self-reliance, entrepreneurship, local living environment, and food.

115.2 bn

Trade, industry 
and services

27 bn
Food & Agri

Private individuals/ 
Mortgages

193.1 bn

Always nearby

 102 local banks 
1,967 ATMs

Sustainable 
funding

Sustainable � nancing

Sustainable transactions 
(supervised)

€19
billion €4.0

bn

€ 6.2
bn

€2.5
bn

Sustainable assets 
under management and 
assets held in custody

7.1 million clients

1.9 million members

€ 38 million

€ 300 m € 500 m

Cooperative dividend

Clients 

Always nearby

 102 local banks 
1,967 ATMs

Sustainable banking

Rabo Impact Loan
for sustainable frontrunners 
with the European 
Investment Bank (EIB)

Green bond for investors in
12 sustainable solar and 
wind power projects.



ARNHEM/NIJMEGEN

AMSTERDAM REGION

FRIESLAND
PROVINCE

CITY TRIANGLE

BRAINPORT REGION

GREEN HEART

SOUTH WEST 
NETHERLANDS

SOUTH HOLLAND SOUTH 

We invest in innovative products 
and services for specifi c groups 
wishing to become (more) 
fi nancially independent 
or remain so for longer. 

We help entrepreneurs 
to innovate and grow
while stimulating regional 
circular economies.

Self-reliance Entrepreneurship

We virtually and physically support our 
vulnerable population in their daily banking 
needs, for instance with devices like the 
Rabo CardPuller. 

Banking Together

https://www.rabobank.nl/particulieren/toegankelijkheid/samen-bankieren/


Rabobank is marktleider 
F&A-sector in Nederland

32 million

Sport 14 m Culture 9 m

1,250

Vital communities are essential. 
Rabobank contributes to 
sustainable local activities that 
benefi t the community and social 
cohesion by bolstering sport and 
culture.

With knowledge, networks and 
fi nance, we help the food industry 
to achieve sustainable production.

Entrepreneurship

Biodiversity Monitor for Dairy
Nature and agriculture 
need each other. 
Rabobank has 
developed a new 
resource that makes 
it possible to measure 
biodiversity 
performance in 
the dairy industry.

Partners: Friesland 

Campina, WWF

Sponsoring
By sponsoring sport and culture, Rabobank 
encourages the development of vital communities.

sport and culture associations 
and clubs had our support in 2017. 

Local living environment Food
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29%
less CO₂ per FTE 
since 2008

Rabobank
climate-neutral since 2007

Organisational Health Index

Rabobank received the distincti-
on of ‘highly commended 
company’ at the European 

Diversity Awards in London. An award 
for our positive e� orts in promoting 
diversity and inclusion. The Rabobank of the future is an inventive, decisive 

and outward-oriented organisation. To track the 
progress of our transition, we monitor employee 

culture, engagement, decisiveness and innovation 
power worldwide.

2008

2017



5,466 employees donate  
EUR 4 per month to this 
fund for sustainable
projects in developing 
countries. Rabobank 
matches this sum.

€ 727,000 
to projects in 
23 countries

Rabobank 
Foundation 
Employee Fund

Listening

9 Dialogue sessions with 
our clients, whom we ask 
to think strategically 

about which themes are most 
relevant for Rabobank.

Sustainable development
The 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals
set by the UN have a 
fundamental place in 
our business 
operations.

Artist in Residence
Does art play a role in Rabobank’s 
transition? Artist in residence 
Lucas de Man presented his 
surprising � ndings in the 
Stedelijk Museum exhibition 
called ‘Het wordt altijd anders’.

More 

More

https://www.rabobank.com/en/about-rabobank/in-society/sustainability/index.html
https://www.rabobank.com/en/about-rabobank/in-society/art-collection/index.html


Read more about Rabobank’s impact and achievements in 2017 here

https://www.rabobank.com/en/about-rabobank/results-and-reports/index.html
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